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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method of displaying on a computer information regarding values associated 
with a plurality of geographic locations including the steps of: 

a) receiving a request for information regarding a first geographic area including 

the plurality of geographic locations; 

b) receiving a plurality of values each associated with one of the plurality of 

geographic locations; 

c) associating each of a plurality of symbols with each of the plurality of 
geographic locations based upon the associated value of said each of the plurality of 

geographic locations; 

d) displaying a map of the fu-st geographic area in response to said step a) on a 

display; and 

e) displaying each of the plurality of symbols on the map at its associated 
geographic location in response to said step a) on the display. 

2. The method of Claim 1 wherein said steps b) and c) are performed prior to said 

step a). 

3. The method of Claim 1 wherein the values are price values. 

4. The method of Claim 3 wherein the values are rental values. 
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5. The method of Claim 1 further including the steps of: 

prior to said step a), displaying a list of a plurality of geographic areas, including 
the first geographic area 

6. The method of Claim 1 wherein the plurality of symbols each include a 
different shape. 

7. The method of Claim 6 wherein the plurality of symbols each include a 
different color, 

8. The method of Claim 1 further including the steps of: 

f) associating each of the plurality of symbols with a different range of values; 
and g) associating each of the plurality of symbols based upon said steps c) and f). 

9. The method of ClaimS wherein each of the symbols has an associated color and 
an associated shape. 

1 0. The method of Claim 9 wherein a magnitude of the ranges vary among the 
plurality of symbols. 

1 1. The method of Claim 1 further including the steps of: 

f) associating each of a plurality of colors with one of a plurality of ranges of the 

values; 

g) associating each of a plurality of shapes with one of a plurality of subranges 
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within each of the plurality of ranges of the values, each symbol including one of the 
plurality of colors and one of the plurality of shapes, wherein a magnitude of the plurality 
of subranges varies among the symbols; 

h) associating each of the plurality of symbols based upon said steps c), f) and g). 

12. The method of claim 1 1 wherein the subranges for symbols associated with a 
higher-value color are larger in m^nitude than symbols associated with a lower-value 
color. 

13. The method of Claim 1 further including the step of: 

displaying a legend indicating the values associated with each of the plurality of 
symbols. 

14. The method of Claim 1 further including the step of: 
displaying an advertisement based upon said step a). 

15. The method of Claim 1 further including the steps of: 

f) receiving a request for additional information for a selected one of the plurality 
of geographic locations; 

g) displaying the additional information based upon said step f). 

16. The method of Claim 11 wherein the additional information includes an 
address for the selected one of the plurality of geographic locations. 
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1 7. The method of Claim 1 wherein each of the plurality of values is associated 
with a street address, said method further including the step of associating each of the 
plurality of values with each of the plurality of geographic locations based upon said 
associated address. 
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1 8. The method of Claim 1 wherein each of the plurality of values is associated 
v^th a street address, said method fiirther mcluding the steps of associating each of the 
plurality of values with a latitude and longitude and displaying each of the symbols on the 
map based upon the associated longitude and latitude. 
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19. A computer system for displaying information regarding values associated 
with a plurality of locations comprising: 

a) an input device for selectively generating a request for information regarding a 
geographic area; 

b) a database of a plurality of values each associated with one of the plurality of 
locations in the geographic area, each of a plurality of symbols associated with each of the 
plurality of locations based upon the values; and 

c) a display displaying a map of the first geographic area and each of the plurality 
of values at the associated locations on the map in response to said request from said input 
device. 

20. The computer system of Claim 19 wherein the values are price values. 

21. The computer system of Claim 19 wherein the values are rental values. 

22. The computer system of Claun 19 wherein the display displays a list of a 
plurality of geographic areas, including the first geographic area, the input device selecting 
the first geographic area from the list, 

23. The computer system of Claim 19 wherein the plurality of symbols each 
include a different shape and a different color. 

24. The computer system of Claim 19 wherein each of a plurality of colors is 
associated with one of a plurality of ranges of the values, each of a plurality of shapes is 
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associated with one of a plurality of subranges within each of the plurality of ranges of the 
values, and each symbol includes one of the plurality of colors and one of the plurality of 
shapes, each of the plurality of symbols associated with the plurality of locations based 
upon the associated colors, shapes and values. 
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25. A computer system for creating a map comprising: 

a map program associating each of a plurality of geographic locations in a 
geographic area with a m^ location; 

a value database of a plurality of values each associated with one of the plurality of 
geographic locations; 

a plurality of symbols, each associated with at least one of the plurality of values; 

a computer programmed to associate each of the plurality of symbols with each of 
the plurality of map locations in the map program based upon the associated value in the 
value database for the associated geographic location; and 

a display displaying a map image of the geographic area and each of the pluraUty 
of symbols at the associated map locations. 

26. The computer system of Claim 25 wherein the values are price values. 

27. The computer system of Claim 25 wherein each of a plurality of colors is 
associated with one of a plurality of ranges of the values, each of a plurality of shapes is 
associated with one of a plurality of subranges within each of the plurality of ranges of the 
values, and each symbol includes one of the plurality of colors and one of the plurality of 
shapes, each of the plurality of symbols associated with the plurality of locations based 
upon the associated colors, shapes and values. 
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28. A method for creating a map image in a computer including the steps of: 

a) receiving a plurality of values each associated with one of a plurality of 
geographic locations in a geographic area; 

b) associating each of a plurality of symbols with at least one of the plurality of 

values; 

c) associating each of the plurality of geographic locations with a map location on 
a street map image; 

d) associating each of the plurality of symbols with each of the plurality of map 
locations based upon the associated values; 

e) generating the map image of the geographic area including the plurality of 
symbols each at their associated map locations. 

29. The method of Claim 28 further including the steps of: 

f) receiving a request for information regarding the geographic area; 

g) displaying a map of the first geographic area in response to said step a); and 

h) displaying each of the plurality of symbols on the map at its associated location 
in response to said step a). 

30. The method of Claim 28 wherein said steps c) and d) are performed after said 
steps a) and b). 

3 1 . The method of Claim 28 wherein the values are price values. 
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32. The method of Claim 28 further mcluding the steps of: 

f) associating each of a plurality of colors with one of a plurality of ranges of the 

values; 

g) associating each of a plurality of shapes with one of a plurality of subranges 
within each of the plurality of ranges of the values, each symbol including one of the 
plurality of colors and one of the plurality of shapes; 

h) associating each of the plurality of symbols based upon said steps f) and g). 

33. The method of Claim 32 further including the step of: 

displaying a legend indicating the values associated with each of the plurality of 
symbols. 

34. The method of Claim 28 wherein each of the plurality of values is associated 
with a street address, said method fijrther including the step of associating each of the 
plurality of values with each of the plurality of locations based upon said associated street 
address. 
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